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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

L (Currently amended): A method in a computer system, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a general requirement that is a requirement for transportation, said 
requirement not d efines a function -tobo perform e d witho ut defining a particular type of 
transportation device [[item]], said requirement for transportation function capable of 
being performed by a plurality of different typoa of categories of transportation devices 
[[items]]; 

said plurality of different categories of transportation devices including cars, 
motorcycles* and bicycles: 

receiving a specified utility for a*4e ftst one of a plurality of types of items which 
would satisfy p erform said requirement function , said plurali ty of types of items being in 
different ones of said categories of transportation devices ; 

locating a plurality of available items which match at least one of said plurality of 
types of items; and 

ranking said located plurality of available items utilizing said utility specified for 
at least one of said plurality of type v s of items. 

2. (Currently amended): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
steps of: 

providing an intelligent software agent; 

receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, said general requirement; 

receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a specified utility for each of a 
plurality of types of items which would perform said requirement function ; 

locating, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a plurality of available items 
which match one of said plurality of types of items; and 

ranking, utilizing said intelligent software agent, said located plurality of available 
items utilizing said utility specified for each of said plurality of types of items. 
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3. (Original): The method according to claim 2 3 further comprising the step of 
providing said intelligent software agent executing within a client computer system, said 
client computer system being coupled to a server computer utilizing a computer network. 

4. (Original): The method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of 
coupling said client computer system to said server computer system utilizing an Internet 
computer network. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original): The method according to claim 1 ? wherein the step of ranking further 
comprises the step of comparing a price for each of said plurality of available items to a 
utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality 
of available items. 

7. (Original): The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of comparing 
further comprises the step of determining a difference between said price for each of said 
plurality of available items and said utility for one of said plurality of types of items 
which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

8. (Original): The method according to clai m 6, wherein the step of comparing 
further comprises the step of determining a ratio of said price for each of said plurality of 
available items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches 
said eacb of said plurality of available items, 

9. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
setting a utility threshold; and 

locating a second plurality of available items which match one of said plurality of 
types of items and which exceed said utility threshold. 
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I. 0. (Original): The method according to claim 9, further comprising the .step of 
selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a lowest price. 

II. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
displaying said located plurality of available items. 

12. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 

13. (Original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
selecting, utilizing an intelligent agent, one of said located plurality of available 

items; and 

completing a purchase transaction, utilizing said intelligent agent, to purchase said 
selected one of Said located plurality of items. 

14. (Original): The method according to claim 13, further comprising the step of 
determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available items to said utility 
for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality of 
available items, 

15. (Original): The method according to claim 14, further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said located plurality of available items which provides a highest ratio. 

16. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 

17. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a table lookup. 

18. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 
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19. (Original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said specified plurality of types of 

items; 

receiving a weighting value specified for each of said plurality of attributes; and 
determining an overall util ity for each of said plurality of types of items utilizing 
said weighting value Specified for each of said plurality of attributes- 

20. (Currently amended): A computer program product in a computer system, 
comprising: 

instruction means for receiving a general requirement that is a requirement for 
transportation, said requirement not? - said g e n e ral r e quir e m e nt d e fining a function to he 
p e rform e d without defining a particular type of transportation device [[itemJJ, said 
requirement for transportation funotioa capable of being performed by a plural ity of 
different typ e s of categories of transportation devices [[items]]; 

said plurality of different categories of transportation devices including cars> 
motorcycles, and bicycles: 

instruction means for recei ving a specified utility for at least one of a plurality of 
types of items which would satisfy p e rform said requirement func tio n , said plurality of 
types of items being in different ones of said categories of transportation devices : 

instruction means for locating a plurality of available items which match at least 
one of said plurality of types of items; and 

instruction means for ranking said located plurality of available items utilizing 
said utility specified for at least one of said plurality of types of items. 

21 . (Currently amended): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for providing an intelligent software agent; 

instruction means for receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, said 
general requirement; 

instruction means for receiving, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a 
specified utility for each of a plurality of types of items which would perfonn said 
requirement function : 
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instruction means for locating, utilizing said intelligent software agent, a plurality 
of available items which match one of said plurality of types of items; and 

instruction means for ranking, util izing said intelligent snftwarp 5a jd 

located plurality of available items utilizing said utility specified for each, of said plurality 
of types of items* 

22. (Original): The product according to claim 21, further comprising instruction 
means for providing said intelligent software agent executing within a client computer 
system, said client computer system being coupled to a server computer utilizing a 
computer network. 

23. (Original): The product according to claim 22, further comprising instruction 
means for coupling said client computer system to said server computer system utilizing 
an Internet computer network. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Original): The product according to claim 20, wherein said instruction means for 
ranking further comprises instruction means for comparing a price for each of said 
plurality of available items to a utility for one of said plurality of types of items which 
matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

26. (Original): The product according to claim 25, wherein said instruction means for 
comparing further comprises instruction means for determining a difference between said 
price for each of said plurality of available items and said utility for one of said plurality 
of types of items which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 

27. (Original): The product according to claim 25, wherein said instruction means for 
comparing further comprises instruction means for determining a ratio of said price for 
each of said plurality of available items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of 
items which matches said each of said plurality of available items. 
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' 28. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for setting a utility threshold; and 

instruction means for locating a second plurality of available items which match 
one of said plurality of types of items and which exceed said utility threshold. 

29. (Original): The product according to claim 28, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a lowest price. 

30. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for displaying said located plurality of available items. 

3 1 . (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 

32. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for selecting, utilizing an intelligent agent, one of said located 

plurality of available items; and 

instruction means for completing a purchase transaction, utilizing said intelligent 
agent, to purchase said selected one of said located plurality of items. 

33. (Original): The product according to claim 32, further comprising instruction 
means for determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available items to 
said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said 
plurality of available items. 

34. (Original): The product according to claim 33, further comprising instruction 
means for selecting one of said located plurality of available items which provides a 
highest ratio. 

35. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 
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36. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a table lookup. 

37. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising instruction 
means for receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items specified by a 
user. 

38. (Original): The product according to claim 20, further comprising: 
instruction means for receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said specified 

plurality of types of items; 

instruction means for receiving a weighting value specified for each of said 
plurality of attri butes; and 

instruction means for determining an overall utility for each of said plurality of 
types of items utilizing said weighting value specified for each of said plurality of 
attributes. 

39. (Currently amended): A computer system comprising: 

said computer system for receiving a general requirement that is a requirement for 
transportation, said requirement not^ -s aid general requirement defin i ng a function to bo 
performed without defining a particular type of transportation device [[item]], said 
requirement for transportation £*ftetiei* capable of being performed by a plurality of 
different ty p es of categories of transportation devices [[items]]; 

said plural ity of different categories of transportation devices including cars, 
motorcycles, and bicycles: 

said computer system for receiving a specified utility for ftt-l e ast on e of a plurality 
of types of items which would satisfy perform said £m6**e a. said plurality of types of 
items being in diffe rent ones of said categories of transportation devices : 

said computer system including a CPU executing code for locating a plurality of 
available items which match at least one of said plurality of types of items; and 

said CPU executing code for ranking said located plurality of available items 
utilizing said utility specified for at least one of said plurality of types of items. 
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40. (Currently amended): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 
an intelligent software agent; 

said intelligent software agent for receiving said general requirement; 

said intelligent software agent for a specified utility for each of a plurality of types 
of items which would perform said requirement function ; 

said intelligent software agent for locating a plurality of available items which 
match one of said plurality of types of items ; and 

said intelligent software agent for ranking said located plurality of available items 
utilizing said utility specified for each of said plurality of types of items. 

41 . (Original): The system according to claim 40, farther comprising said intelligent 
software agent executing within a client computer system, said client computer system 
being coupled to a server computer utilizing a computer network, 

42. (Original): The system according to claim 41 , further comprising said client 
computer system being coupled to said server computer system utilizing an Internet 
computer network. 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for comparing a price for each of said plurality of available items to a 
utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of said plurality 
of available items. 

45. (Original): The system according to claim 44, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a difference between said price for each of said plurality 
of available items and said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which 
matches said each of said plurality of available items. 
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46. (Original): The system according to claim 44, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a ratio of said price for each of said plurality of available 
items to said utility for one of $ai.d plurality of types of items which matches said each of 
said plurality of avai lable items. 

47. (Original): The system according to claim 39, ilirther comprising: 
a utility threshold; and 

said CPU executing code for locating a second plurality of available items which 
match one of said plurality of types of items and which exceed said utility threshold. 

48. (Original): The system according to claim 47, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said second plurality of available items having a 
lowest price. 

49. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for displaying said located plurality of available items. 

50. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said located plurality of available items. 

5 1 . (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 

an intelligent agent for selecting one of said located plurality of available items; 

and 

said intelligent agent for completing a purchase transaction to purchase said 
selected one of said located plurality of items. 

52. (Original): The system according to claim 5 1, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for determining a ratio of a price for each of said plurality of available 
items to said utility for one of said plurality of types of items which matches said each of 
said plurality of available items. 
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53. (Original): The system according to claim 52, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for selecting one of said located plurality of available items which 
provides a highest ratio. 

54. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for recei ving said plurality of types of items specified by a user. 

55. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for receiving said plurality of types of items specified by executing a table 
lookup. 

56. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising said CPU 
executing code for receiving said utility for each of said plurality of types of items 
specified by a user. 

57. (Original): The system according to claim 39, further comprising: 

said CPU executing code for receiving a plurality of attributes for each of said 
specified plurality of types of items; 

said CPU executing code for receiving a weighting value specified for each of 
said plurality of attributes; and 

said CPU executing code for determining an overall utility for each of said 
plurality of types of items utilizing said weighting value specified for each of said 
plurality of attributes. 
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